
‘The wing structure of the bumblebee is inadequate for flight, 
but it does not know and flies all the same.’ This aphorism is 
attributed to Albert Einstein, but in truth, perhaps he never 
wrote it. 
We chose it as the title of the new Fondazione per l’Arte 
project for the lightness of the image it evokes: for the way it 
provocatively suggests a delicate union – like a clumsy flight – 
between logical thought, resolved reason and poetic élan: and no 
specific reflection of a scientific kind, nor any reference of a 
psychological nature – although seemingly, there could be. 
This was simply an image capable of gaging the atmosphere of the 
project.
Alessandro Sarra jokingly suggested it. It was perfect. We all 
worked at this exhibition together, as always at the Foundation, 
and from the outset moved between the laboratory and the shared 
project experience. In the 2014 and 2015 workshops we focused 
exclusively on the emerging generation of artists, working shoulder 
to shoulder on the productions in a dialogue focused on multiple 
levels. 
This year the formula is more complex, uniting the idea of a 
summer residence for young artists, with that of an out and 
out exhibition conceived to create a dialogue between artists of 
diverse generations that in some way are related. An exhibition to 
be seen rather than read about on an invitation or press release; 
and a company of artists that are apparently inappropriate to draw 
the masses… and yet…
We met on many occasions and discussed numerous possible themes. 
Among the most felt for, was the real possibility of dialogue 
between generations with diverse cultural backgrounds, quite apart 
from any latest fashion.
How might we avoid the facile application of intergenerational-
relationship schemes? Why unite artists already traditionally 
related? Why no foreigners?
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We are exhibiting a square and a triangle. The interstice of their 
intersection generates a composite geometric form. Yippee!! There 
is some invention! There are answers to our questions.
Two more themes dominated our conversations: geometry and 
sentimental affinity.
It won’t be hard to find all this in the great warehouse at Via 
del Mandrione 105.
I have attempted to bring into being an intuition that has to do 
with the originating idea of a work, with the reasons for its 
conception, the horizons of its actualisation: relations chosen 
close-by, or simply by geographic circumstance, or for sentimental 
reasons – these are qualities that pace the creative process.
The wing structure of the bumblebee is inadequate for flight, but 
it does not know and flies all the same. D.B.
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